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Information Pack

ECA PART L COMPETENT PERSON SCHEME

Authorised by ODPM

About the ECA Electrical Energy Efficiency Scheme

The Electrical Contractors’ Association (ECA) has developed the Electrical Energy Efficiency Scheme for firms wanting to self-certify that the electrical installation work carried out in commercial and industrial buildings complies with Part L of the Building Regulations.

The Scheme comprises three different scopes covering the following areas of work:

· Lighting

· Electrical Heating

· Controls
Firms are permitted to self-certify work that falls within the scope of their registration.  For example, a firm that is registered under 'Lighting' cannot self-certify work that falls under 'Heating'.

For firms wishing to self-certify work falling within more than one scope, please see page 10 for further details.

Why apply?

Firms that are registered with an authorised Competent Person Scheme have the right to self-certify that their work complies with the Building Regulations. This means that any electrical installation work carried out within the scope of Part L does not have to be inspected by a building control body.

Clients that use a firm registered as a Competent Person have the reassurance that they are using a firm that has been independently inspected and certificated as competent to carry out the work.

Why has Part L been revised?

Part L of the Building Regulations was first introduced in 1995 and concerns the efficient use of energy within buildings.  The revised version of Part L takes effect from the 6th April 2006.

Part L has been revised as part of the government's drive to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  One important way of achieving this is by improving the energy efficiency of buildings.

What are the changes to Part L?

The new requirement is as follows:

"Reasonable provision shall be made for the conservation of fuel and power in buildings by:

a. limiting heat gains and losses:

· through thermal elements and other parts of the building fabric; and

· from pipes, ducts and vessels used for space heating, space cooling and hot water services;

b. providing and commissioning energy efficient fixed building services with effective controls; and;

c. providing to the owner sufficient information about the building, the fixed building services and their maintenance requirements so that the building can be operated in such a manner as to use no more fuel and power than is reasonable in the circumstances.”

How does Part L affect electrical contractors?

It is clear from the new requirement that anyone involved in the installation of building services is likely to be affected.

However, the way the requirement is applied depends on whether work is being carried out in dwellings or in other buildings.  

Official guidance in the shape of the approved document is sub-divided into:

L1A
Work in new dwellings

L2A
Work in new buildings other than dwellings

L1B
Work in existing dwellings

L2B
Work in existing buildings that are not dwellings

In the case of new buildings other than dwellings, the need to comply with Part L can have an important bearing on the choice of energy supply system, the use of enhanced management and control features, such as the control systems that are provided, energy metering, lighting, electric heating, the inspection and commissioning of building services systems, and the provision of operation and maintenance information for incorporation within building logbooks.

Part L also entails the production of the evidence needed to demonstrate compliance.  The relevant evidence can be produced by, for example, developers, building control bodies, builders and electrical contractors.  In the case of electrical contractors (and builders) the firms concerned should be Competent Persons.

For electrical work in dwellings refer to the existing Part P Competent Person Schemes which have been modified to reflect the effects of the relevant changes to Part L. For further information visit www.partp.co.uk
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Scheme registration requirements

There are two main requirements a firm must be able to satisfy for registration with the Scheme. A firm must:

· Demonstrate its technical competence*

· Employ the appropriate number of qualified Energy Supervisors**

Job reporting

Local authorities are required by law to maintain records of all work carried out that is subject to the Building Regulations.  If a firm registered as a Competent Person carries out any work within the scope of Part L – for example, a lighting installation in a commercial building – the job must be reported to the relevant local authority.

Job reporting to local authorities will be carried out via the Scheme operator. For this purpose the ECA has developed an electronic job reporting system whereby firms registered under the Scheme can register a job via the website, quickly, easily and at a cost of only £1.50 per job.

Monitoring performance

A firm registered as a Competent Person is subject to periodic annual inspections to check that its work consistently complies with the Building Regulations.

Costs of registration

These are set out in the fee sheet attached (see page 11)

About us

For over 100 years the Electrical Contractors’ Association (ECA) has been the leading UK trade association for the electrotechnical industry. For more information about the ECA’s services to members see www.eca.co.uk
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[image: image1.wmf]Please list below the names of your Energy Supervisor(s) confirming, as appropriate, that they hold an S/NVQ3 in Electrotechnical

Services (Buildings and Structures) or an equivalent competency-based qualification* (an ECS Gold Card holder may simply provide his/

her ECS registration number) 

and

 that they have attended, or will attend within the next 6 months, a Part L training course recognised by

the Scheme. Where available please supply photocopies of all NVQ completion certificates as appropriate.

*see page 8 of the Information Pack for examples

Declaration

Authorised Representative of the Business

I hereby confirm on behalf of

 ____________________________________________________

  (the Business), that the information contained in this

document is correct, and any changes will be notified to the ECA in writing, and we accept and agree to abide by the following documents:

A

.  Terms & Conditions Document

B.

  Scheme Document

C.

  Fee Sheet

Name:

Position:

Signature:

Date:

B: Electrical Competence

B.  Is your business currently registered on NICEIC’s Roll of Approved Contractors?

A.  Does your business hold a current UKAS-Acredited EAS Certificate for A1 (BS7671) type work?

C.  Does your business hold a current ECA Certificate for A1 (BS7671) type work?

YES / NO

YES / NO

YES / NO

Note: If you cannot respond positively to at least one of the above questions Your business will very probably require a one-day assessment

of its technical competence against the criteria of the Electrotechnical Assessment Scheme (EAS).  If this is the case, you should first contact

our Mansfield Office on 01623 404515 In order to clarify your position and establish what you need to do in order to satisfactorily demonstrate

your firm’s technical competence.

Fax

A: Business Details

Business Name:

Business Address:

Postcode:

Town

County

Legal Status (tick

as appropriate

Company Registration Number:

Telephone

Mobile

Email

Principal Duty Holder

Note: The Principal Duty Holder is ultimately responsible for the firm’s electrical

installation activities and is the primary contact between the firm and the ECA

Limited Company

Sole Trader

Partnership

ECA Membership Number

HVCA Membership Number

C: Energy Supervisor(s)

Title

NVQ3

Yes/ No

Part L Course

Yes/No

ECS Gold Card

Number

£

£141.00

£23.50

£23.50

1

2

3

First Name

Last Name



[image: image2.wmf]Payment Method:

Cheque

Credit Card

Debit Card

(Please make cheques payable to the

Electrical Contractors Association)

Type of Card

Mastercard

Visa

Delta

Switch

Card Number:

Issue Status

(Switch Only)

Card Security Number

Valid From

Expiry Date

TOTAL

Name on Card

(My signature is my acceptance of the fees for the assessment as detailed above and authorises debit of my card for that amount)

Signature of Card Holder

£

Application Fee including the first Energy Supervisor

£141.00

(£120 + VAT)

Each Additional Energy Supervisor

 £23.50

(£20 + VAT)

Payment Form

This authorisation is for payment of this one application.  After payment has been taken these details

will not be held on our system and this form will be securely destroyed by shredding.

If the cardholders address is different to the Company address as detailed on the Application Form  please enter the

address details below

Address:

Postcode:

Telephone:



SCHEME COVERAGE

The ECA's Part L Electrical Energy Efficiency Competent Person Scheme covers three distinct sets of work activities, or 'scopes' (see table below).

Applicants applying for more than one scope should note that while the initial assessment requirements for all three scopes are identical, the subsequent annual monitoring of work is not.  

The monitoring of a Competent Person's activity is tailored to the scope of its activities (see page 10).  In very general terms, the more scopes for which a firm is registered, the more extensive is the monitoring it will undergo. 

	SCOPE
	DESCRIPTION1 
	EAS WORK CATEGORY2 
	AD L2A3

(2006 edition) 
	AD L2B4 

(2006 edition)

	Lighting
	This includes the installation and commissioning of lighting in all types of spaces, including display lighting, together with the appropriate local lighting controls.

Emergency escape lighting is excluded.
	A1
	Paragraphs: 45-47

82


	Paragraphs: 43

56-58

94

	Electrical Heating
	This includes the installation and commissioning of space heating systems provided by electric heaters together with the associated local controls.
	A1
	Paragraphs: 44

82
	Paragraphs: 

43-46

94

	Controls 
	This includes central automatic control systems provided for regulating the operation of fixed building services. Metering includes all meters provided to monitor energy consumption and enable building operators to effectively manage energy use.
	A1
	Paragraphs:

41-43

77-79

82 
	Paragraphs:

43

69-71

94


Notes:

1. Description
The descriptions provided above are indicative.  If you have any queries concerning the scopes and how they apply to the activities of your firm please ring the assessment team on 01623 404515

2. EAS Work Category 

The requirements of the Electrotechnical Assessment Scheme (EAS) are defined in relation to a number of work categories that derive from the Qualification of electrical installation contractors, DD CLC TS 50349:2004.  A1 is defined as 'electrical installations (up to 1kv) in buildings and other industrial installations'
3/4. AD L2A and L2B
The references listed to Approved Document L2A Work in new buildings other than dwellings and L2B Work in existing buildings other than dwellings are indicative only.  They are provided to illustrate how Part L bears upon electrical work in each of the scopes described above.

TECHNICAL COMPETENCE REQUIREMENTS

The Competent Person

Firms registered as a Competent Person are required to carry out work in compliance with the Building Regulations and it is against this requirement that their competence is assessed.  

Firms are assessed for:

a. their core electrical competence to carry out the relevant electrical installation work; and,

b. their ability to do this work in compliance, principally, with Part L of the Building Regulations.

The requirement for the firm to demonstrate its electrical competence is met by its satisfactory assessment against the requirements of the Electrotechnical Assessment Scheme (EAS) (see, Table 1 below).

The requirement for the firm to demonstrate its ability to work in compliance with Part L is met by it employing a sufficient number of Energy Supervisors.

The Energy Supervisor

The Energy Supervisor is an experienced individual responsible for ensuring that electrical installation work is designed, installed and commissioned in compliance with the Building Regulations. An Energy Supervisor must: 

· Hold an NVQ/SVQ Level 3 in Electrotechnical Services (Buildings and Structures) or an equivalent competency-based qualification*; OR
· Be registered as a Gold Card holder under the Electrotechnical Certification Scheme (ECS). This will be accepted as proof of relevant competence for the purposes of the Scheme.
The Energy Supervisor must also have satisfactorily completed a suitable Part L training course recognised by the ECA for the purposes of the Scheme.

*Equivalent qualifications

· S/NVQ Level 3 in Installing and Commissioning Electrotechnical Systems and Equipment 

· A registered electrical apprenticeship 

  This list is not exhaustive and others may be accepted after individual consideration


INITIAL ASSESSMENT PROCESS


[image: image3.wmf]Your firm carries out work in commercial

and industrial buildings falling within one or

more of the scopes of the scheme

Do you require clarification on which scopes

are relevant to your business and/or whether

your Energy Supervisor(s) has the

appropriate qualifications?

Go to 

www.partl.co.uk

or call

01623 404515 and ask for

Peter Stanley

Complete an online application

at 

www.partl.co.uk

 or complete

and return the enclosed

application form

Yes

What happens next?

No

Your application

is reviewed

You will be advised as to why your application has been

declined. This may only be a minor setback while

additional information is sought

Declined

Initial desk-top

assessment

Accepted

Your firm is registered as a

Competent Person allowing you

to self-certify compliance with

Part L

Satisfactory

You will be given feedback on how to progress your

application eg EAS site assessment required, Energy

Supervisor(s) requires additional qualifications

Unsatisfactory

 

MONITORING REQUIREMENTS

It is a condition of ODPM authorisation of Competent Person Self-Certification Schemes that they monitor the work of the firms that are registered with them to ensure that these firms are in fact working in compliance with the Building Regulations.

This monitoring activity is risk-based and will take place on an annual basis.  A firm registered with the Scheme should expect to have a minimum of two installations assessed per scope for which it is registered.

If a firm is, for example, registered for both the 'Lighting' and the 'Heating' scopes, it must expect to have two lighting installations and two heating installations available for inspection.

It is of course possible, for the lighting and heating installations that are inspected to be part of the same job or contract and thus located in the same building.

The prime focus of the annual monitoring assessments is to check whether or not the installations comply with Part L.  However, it should be noted that when a Competent Person self-certifies that its work complies with the Building Regulations it infers that the firm’s work complies with all applicable Building Regulations.  There are parts of the Building Regulations other than Part L that bear upon the work of electrical contractors and it should be borne in mind that electrical contractors almost inevitably carry out some 'builders' work in association with their electrical installation work – this too must comply with any applicable Building Regulations.

Specific guidance is under development to enable firms to be fully prepared well in advance of their first monitoring inspection.     

JOB REPORTING

Local authorities are required to maintain records of all work carried out that is subject to the Building Regulations.  

Details of the work carried out by Competent Persons registered with the Electrical Energy Efficiency Scheme must be reported to the appropriate local authority upon the work’s completion.  

The ECA has developed a password-protected online job reporting system that will enable registered firms to report jobs to the relevant local authority via the website and ensure that the required information is reported correctly. Guidance material will be provided upon successful registration with the Scheme. 

FEE SHEET

	
	Fee
	VAT
	Total

	Initial Application and Registration 



	Application Fee including first Energy Supervisor

	£120.00
	£21.00
	£141.00

	Each Additional named Energy Supervisor 


	£20.00
	£3.50
	£23.50

	Monitoring visits



	Each Energy Supervisor – ½ day assessment (see note 2)

	£350.00
	£61.25
	£411.25

	Up to 2 Energy Supervisors – full day assessment (see note 2)
	£450.00
	£78.75
	£528.75

	Additional assessment time (including partial and full re-assessments)



	Additional ½ day

	£240.00
	£42.00
	£282.00

	Additional full day

	£450.00
	£78.75
	£528.75

	Additional assessment time can be requested to extend a ½ day assessment to a full day if taken at the time of booking the assessment
	£100.00
	£17.50
	£117.50

	Additional Energy Supervisor(s) Includes the Issue of Certificate(s)



	By remote desktop review of documentation (must be confirmed at next monitoring visit)
	£75.00
	£13.13
	£88.13

	Change of Energy Supervisor(s) Includes the Issue of Replacement Certificate(s)



	By remote desktop review of documentation (must be confirmed at next monitoring visit)
	£75.00
	£13.13
	£88.13

	Certificates



	Change of certificated details requiring a new certificate to be issued
	£20.00
	£3.50
	£23.50

	Additional or replacement certificates


	£20.00
	£3.50
	£23.50

	Notification and Job registration 



	For each notifiable job online 

	£1.50
	£0.26
	1.76


The fees set out in this document are for the assessment, certification and maintenance of Part ‘L’ Electrical Energy Efficiency Scheme certification and job registration and notification.  All fees are effective from April 2006 until further notice, and are inclusive of travel and subsistence expenses
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	Visit cancellation and rearrangement policy

	Where a scheduled monitoring visit is cancelled within 21 days of the arranged date, an additional fee of £120 + VAT will be charged for the date to be rearranged. No additional fees or charges will be payable if a visit is cancelled more than 21 days in advance of the arranged date.

Where a scheduled monitoring visit is cancelled within 48 hours of the arranged date, a equivalent to the full scheduled visit fee will be charged for the date to be rearranged



	Withdrawal from the Scheme refund policy

	If the firm voluntarily withdraws from the Scheme, with more than 21 days notice 100% of all fees paid for scheduled incomplete work will be refunded.

If the firm voluntarily withdraws from the Scheme, with less than 21 days notice 50% of all fees paid for scheduled incomplete work will be refunded.

If the firm voluntarily withdraws from the Scheme, within 48 hours of any arranged site visit date No refund will be given.




Notes

1. The total fees quoted are for a firm operating from a single contracting office and are inclusive of travel and subsistence (mainland UK only) and VAT. For applications from firms operating from multiple locations, please contact the Assessment team on 01623 404515 to arrange a quotation. The fees quoted are for one initial assessment or monitoring visit

2. Where previously identified or where the visit cannot be conducted within the time specified (due to availability or location of sites), additional assessment time will be required at the rates indicated.
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CONTACT INFORMATION

	General enquiries

01623 414515

partl@eca.co.uk?



	Qualifications & training enquiries

020 7313 4838

eandt@eca.co.uk

	

	Useful websites

	Electrical Energy Efficiency Scheme
	www.partl.co.uk

	Office of the Deputy Prime Minister
	www.odpm.gov.uk

	Local Authority Building Control
	www.labc.co.uk

	The Carbon Trust
	www.thecarbontrust.org.uk

	Energy Technology List
	www.eca.gov.uk/etl/

	BuyingSolutions
	www.ogcbuyingsolutions.gov.uk

	Environment Agency
	www.environment-agency.gov.uk

	NetRegs
	www.environment-agency.gov.uk/netregs

	Defra
	www.defra.gov.uk
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Table 1


The following firms are recognised as meeting the requirements of the Scheme concerning their electrical competence:





Those that are registered on the NICEIC Roll of Approved Contractors;


Those that hold an UKAS-accredited EAS certificate for A1 work;


Those that hold an ECA certificate for A1 work in buildings other than dwellings














�





Table 2


The following Part L training course is recognised as meeting the requirements of the Scheme:





ECA’s T34-006 Part L for Energy Supervisors (details enclosed)





Other courses may be appropriate and meet the requirements of the Scheme. As additional courses become available they will be assessed for their equivalence.  Please contact ECA Education and Training on 020 7313 4838 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:eandt@eca.co.uk" ��eandt@eca.co.uk� for clarification on this point.











* A firm must be able to demonstrate its technical competence to carry out electrical installation work. This can be demonstrated by achieving a successful assessment against the requirements of the Electrotechnical Assessment Scheme (EAS) or equivalent. For example, firms with any of the following would satisfy this requirement:





Firms holding an UKAS-accredited EAS certificate for A1-type work


Firms on NICEIC's roll of approved contractors 


ECA member firms that have been assessed under the Association's requirements for periodic technical assessment for A1-type work





** A firm must employ at least one individual who is qualified to work as the firm's Energy Supervisor, i.e. the person/s responsible for certifying that electrical installation work is carried out in compliance with Part L (see page 8 for further details).





�



 


Individuals holding an NVQ Level 3 in Electrotechnical Services/Buildings and Structures, or equivalent, who have successfully completed the assessment detailed on page 7 would be acceptable under the Scheme to fulfil this function.





The number of Energy Supervisors required will depend on the scale and geographical spread of the firm’s activity and on its internal arrangements for managing work. 
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Electrical Energy Efficiency Scheme Application Form
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Please list below the names of your Energy Supervisor(s) confirming, as appropriate, that they hold an S/NVQ3 in Electrotechnical Services (Buildings and Structures) or an equivalent competency-based qualification* (an ECS Gold Card holder may simply provide his/her ECS registration number) and that they have attended, or will attend within the next 6 months, a Part L training course recognised by the Scheme. Where available please supply photocopies of all NVQ completion certificates as appropriate.
*see page 8 of the Information Pack for examples�

Declaration�

Authorised Representative of the Business�

I hereby confirm on behalf of ____________________________________________________  (the Business), that the information contained in this document is correct, and any changes will be notified to the ECA in writing, and we accept and agree to abide by the following documents:�

A.  Terms & Conditions Document�

B.  Scheme Document�

C.  Fee Sheet�

Name:�

Position:�

Signature:�

Date:�

B: Electrical Competence�

B.  Is your business currently registered on NICEIC�s Roll of Approved Contractors?�

A.  Does your business hold a current UKAS-Acredited EAS Certificate for A1 (BS7671) type work?�

C.  Does your business hold a current ECA Certificate for A1 (BS7671) type work?�

YES / NO�

YES / NO�

YES / NO�

Note: If you cannot respond positively to at least one of the above questions Your business will very probably require a one-day assessment of its technical competence against the criteria of the Electrotechnical Assessment Scheme (EAS).  If this is the case, you should first contact our Mansfield Office on 01623 404515 In order to clarify your position and establish what you need to do in order to satisfactorily demonstrate your firm�s technical competence.�

Fax�

A: Business Details�

Business Name:�

Business Address:�

Postcode:�

Town�

County�

Legal Status (tick as appropriate�

Company Registration Number: �

Telephone�

Mobile�

Email�

Principal Duty Holder�

Note: The Principal Duty Holder is ultimately responsible for the firm�s electrical installation activities and is the primary contact between the firm and the ECA�

Limited Company �

Sole Trader�

Partnership�

ECA Membership Number�

HVCA Membership Number�

C: Energy Supervisor(s)�

Title�

NVQ3
Yes/ No�

Part L Course
Yes/No�

ECS Gold Card  Number�

��

�

�

�

�141.00�

�

�

�

�23.50�

�

�

�

�23.50�

1�

2�

3�

First Name�

Last Name�

�

�

�

�

�

�
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�

Payment Method:�

Cheque�

Credit Card�

Debit Card�

(Please make cheques payable to the Electrical Contractors Association)�

Type of Card�

Mastercard�

Visa�

Delta�

Switch�

Card Number:�

Issue Status 
(Switch Only)�

Card Security Number�

Valid From�

Expiry Date�

TOTAL�

Name on Card�

(My signature is my acceptance of the fees for the assessment as detailed above and authorises debit of my card for that amount)�

Signature of Card Holder�

�

��

Application Fee including the first Energy Supervisor		�141.00 	(�120 + VAT)
Each Additional Energy Supervisor				 �23.50	(�20 + VAT)�

Payment Form�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

This authorisation is for payment of this one application.  After payment has been taken these details will not be held on our system and this form will be securely destroyed by shredding.�

If the cardholders address is different to the Company address as detailed on the Application Form  please enter the address details below
�

Address:�

Postcode:�

Telephone:�

�


_1204703685.vsd
Start�

�

�

Yes�

No�

Your firm carries out work in commercial and industrial buildings falling within one or more of the scopes of the scheme�

Go to www.partl.co.uk
or call
01623 404515 and ask for
Peter Stanley�

Complete an online application at www.partl.co.uk or complete and return the enclosed application form�

Do you require clarification on which scopes are relevant to your business and/or whether your Energy Supervisor(s) has the appropriate qualifications?�

What happens next?�

Your application is reviewed�

You will be advised as to why your application has been declined. This may only be a minor setback while additional information is sought�

Declined�

Initial desk-top assessment�

Accepted�

Your firm is registered as a Competent Person allowing you to self-certify compliance with Part L�

Satisfactory�

You will be given feedback on how to progress your application eg EAS site assessment required, Energy Supervisor(s) requires additional qualifications�

Unsatisfactory�


