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A Guide to

Cables Concealed in a Wall or Partition

Regulation 522-06-06

A cable concealed in a wall or partition at a depth of less than 50mm from the surface (of either side) shall comply with one of the following conditions:

1)
Be installed in a ‘protected zone’ as follows:

i) within 150mm from the top of the wall or partition;

ii) within 150mm of an angle formed by two adjacent walls or partitions;

iii) run either horizontally or vertically to an accessory or switchgear on the wall or partition.

These zones extend to the reverse side of the wall if the location of the accessory/switchgear can be determined from the reverse side.

2)
Be enclosed in an earthed metallic conduit or ducting that complies with the Regulations for a protective conductor.

3)
Be sufficiently mechanically protected to prevent the penetration of the cable by nails and screws, etc.

4)
Incorporate an earthed metallic covering that complies with the Regulations for a protective conductor.  Suitable cables comply with BS 5467, BS 6346, BS 6724, BS 7846, BS EN 60702-1 or BS 8436 (see special note concerning cables to BS 8436).

5)
Be of insulated concentric construction complying with BS 4553-1, BS 4553-2 or BS 4553-3.

Caution over the use of BS 8436 cables

When using cables to BS 8436 to comply with this requirement, it is important to note that these cables must be protected by either a Type-B circuit breaker to BS EN 60898 or a Type-B RCBO to BS EN 61009 and be Energy Limiting Class 3.  The prospective earth fault current must also not exceed 5kA.
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